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doubt that he would have preferred the English alliance to
the French, if he could have brought England Tr     .
t       ,.	,-•,.,.         ,         ^         .,        Kaumtzand
round to his way of thinking about Prussia; but the English
of that he knew there was little chance, and alliance-
before long he reverted to his original plan. Thus it
happened that, when England, in expectation of war with
France, appealed to her old ally for assistances Austria
showed little disposition to afford it. The relations of
the Courts of London and Vienna had been somewhat
strained during the years that followed the Peace of Aix-
la-Chapelle, but harmony might easily have been restored
if the interests of the two powers had been really identical,
as they were in the days of the Grand Alliance, when both
were equally concerned to resist the encroachments of
Louis XIV. This, however, was no longer the case.
England, as of old, wished to make use of Austria against
France, while Austria wanted to employ all her forces
against Prussia, who had been allied with France in the
late war, and would probably be so still. Therefore as
soon as it became certain that England would in no case
join her in a war against Frederick, Austria ceased to
strive for an alliance which no longer had any value for
her.
§ 2. Negotiations with France.
Immediately upon the rupture of negotiations with
England, Kaunitz renewed his efforts to obtain a French
alliance. Count Stahremberg, the Austrian Negotiations
ambassador at Paris, was furnished with a with France.
sketch of the proposals that his Court had to make, and
with a letter from the chancellor to Madame de Pom-
padour, couched in the most flattering terms, and re-
questing her intercession on behalf of Austria. It has
frequently been asserted that Maria Theresa herself con-
descended to address the favourite in a letter, beginning

